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The problem of what to do about reflection cracks occurring in bituminous resurfacing blankets placed over old P.C.C.
pavements has been a subject of much concern and paving engineers have long been seeking a satisfactory solution.

A number of methods have been used in an attempt to prevent or retard this type of cracking. Subsealing or mudjacking of the
old concrete slabs has been tried, but has not eliminated the trouble. In many cases the old concrete has been covered with a
cushion course of granular material of substantial thickness before placing the new surfacing. In other instances, the thickness of
the new surfacing has been increasing in an attempt to eliminate or minimize this cracking.

A more recent and promising method involves the use of some form of wire mesh, laid directly on the existing concrete surface
and covered by a bituminous surfacing.

This paper describes an experimental project in which the California Division of Highways in 1954 placed several test sections
for the purpose of comparing the relative merits of various types of wire mesh.

An old existing concrete pavement subjected to heavy truck traffic on U.S. 40 and constructed in 1935 was selected for the test
site. The pavement was badly cracked, had undergone extensive patching and was to be covered with a 4" contact blanket of plant
mixed surfacing.

A total of eight experimental sections were placed, incorporating four types of expanded metal mesh, two types of so-called
bituminous road mesh and two types of welded wire fabric.
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